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Should you have questions about the course content, PLEASE e-mail me (if you cannot ask in class or if I am not available in person)!!!  

Teaching and Learning Methods/Readings

The handout will list the essential reading for that class.  It will also provide a set of Legal documents and a list of further reading. You are expected to have both read at least some of the material listed as ‘essential’ and ALL of the legal documents (treaties or court decisions) prior to the session. 
You are not expected to have read the materials listed as ‘further reading’, but you may wish to read as much as possible in order to explore issues raised in more detail. The further reading may also provide useful research material for the assessed essays and for dissertations written in this area.  If you have any problems accessing the materials provided in the reading list please do not hesitate to contact me by email!!

Although international documents such as the UN Charter, Security Council Resolutions and international treaties are available online (see, for example, http://www.un.org/law/ and http://www.un.org/documents/), you may wish to purchase M.D. Evans, Blackstone’s International Law Documents (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (9th ed., 2009).
Seminar 01

Introduction
When was International Law (IL) discovered? Was there such a thing before the League of Nations?

No Reading

Seminar 02

What is IL? Does it exist today?

Essential Reading

International Court of Justice Statute, Article 38 (Sources of IL) and Article 59 (on peremptory norms)

Legal Document:

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, Article 53 (on peremptory norms)

Seminar 03

International Law “Then” and “Today”
Essential Reading

M. Khadduri, ‘The Impact of International Law Upon the Islamic World Order’ (1972) 66 American Society of International Law Proceedings 46

(http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66HYPERLINK "http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66&id=56&collection=intyb&index=journals/asilp"&HYPERLINK "http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66&id=56&collection=intyb&index=journals/asilp"id=56HYPERLINK "http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66&id=56&collection=intyb&index=journals/asilp"&HYPERLINK "http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66&id=56&collection=intyb&index=journals/asilp"collection=intybHYPERLINK "http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66&id=56&collection=intyb&index=journals/asilp"&HYPERLINK "http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/asilp66&id=56&collection=intyb&index=journals/asilp"index=journals/asilp)

Legal Document:
UN Charter, (Please read the whole Charter but pay particular attention to the Preamble, and Articles 1 and 2)
ICJ Statute

Further Reading

K.S. Carlston, ‘World Order and International Law’ (1967) 20 Journal of Legal Education 127

J.J. Parker, ‘World Order Based on Law’ (1951) 8 Washington and Lee Law Review 131

H. Thirlway, ‘The Sources of International Law’ in M. Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (3rd ed., 2010), 95

Seminar 04

Legal Theories of International Law

This session explores different approaches to understanding international law that derive from legal theory.  We will cover the two core theoretical approaches to international law: Natural Law and Legal Positivism.

Essential Reading

S. Hall, ‘The Persistent Spectre: Natural Law, International Order and the Limits of Legal Positivism’ (2001) 12 Eur. J. Int’l L. 269

H.L.A. Hart, The Concept of Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (2nd ed., 1994), 213-237

M.W. Janis, ‘The Nature of Jus Cogens’ (1987-1988) 3 Conn. J. Int’l L. 359

Seminar 05
International Relations Theories of International Law

The seminar will examine the role that international law plays in different international relations theories and traditions. We will examine what theories of realism, liberalism, and international society and constructivism suggest about the role of law in the international system, and about the reasons for compliance with legal rules.

Essential Reading

H. Bull, The Anarchical Society: a Study of Order in World Politics (Basingstoke: Palgrave) (3rd ed, 2002), chapter 6 (International Law and International Order)

M. Finnemore, ‘Are Legal Norms Distinctive’ (2000) 32 J. Int’l Law and Pol. 699, available at: http://www3.law.nyu.edu/journals/jilp/issues/32/pdf/32k.pdf
Further Reading

C. Reus-Smit, ‘The Politics of International Law’, in C. Reus-Smit (ed.), The Politics of International Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 14

M. Byers (ed.), The Role of Law in International Politics: Essays in International Relations and International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (2000)

J. Goldstein et al, ‘Introduction: Legalization in World Politics’ (2000) 54 Int’l Org. 3

A. Hurrell, ‘International Society and the Study of Regimes: A Reflective Approach’, in V. Rittberger (ed.), Regime Theory and International Relations (Oxford: Clarendon Press) (1993)

C. Joyner, ‘International Law Is, As International Relations Theory Does?’, (2006) 100 Am. J. Int’l L. 248

A-M. Slaughter, ‘International Law and International Relations Theory: A Dual Agenda’ (1993) 87 Am. J. Int’l L. 205

Seminar 06
International Organisations

Essential Reading

Reading: D. Akande, ‘International Organizations’ in M. Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (3rd ed., 2010), 252

Legal Documents:

Reparation for Injuries Suffered in the Service of the United Nations, ICJ (1949)

Interpretation of the Agreement of 25 March 1951 Between the WHO and Egypt, ICJ (1980)

Legality of the Use by a State of Nuclear Weapons in Armed Conflict, ICJ (1996)

Further Reading

Vienna Convention on the Representation of States in Their Relations With International Organizations of a Universal Character (1975)

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties Between States and International Organizations or Between International Organizations (1986)

International Law Commission, ‘Text of the Draft Articles on Responsibility of International Organizations Adopted By the Commission on First Reading’ in Report on the Work of Its Sixty-First Session (2009), supp. no. 10 (A/64/10), 19-38

P. Sands and P. Klein, Bowett’s Law of International Institutions (London: Sweet & Maxwell) (6th ed., 2009)
Seminar 07

State Responsibility

Essential Reading

J. Crawford and S. Olleson, ‘The Nature and Forms of International Responsibility’ in M. Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (3rd ed., 2010), 441

P. Okowa, ‘Issues of Admissibility and the Law on International Responsibility’ in M. Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (3rd ed., 2010), 472

Legal Documents:

International Law Commission, ‘Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts’ (2001)

Further Reading

United States Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran (United States v. Iran), ICJ (1980)

Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Congo v. Uganda), ICJ (2005), paras. 205-21, 237-50


Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro), ICJ (2007), paras. 377-407

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa Report, 602-06, http://www.info.gov.za/otherdocs/2003/trc/rep.pdf (released 21 Mar. 2003)

Useful Website

University of Cambridge, Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, State Responsibility Project, http://www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/projects/state_responsibility_project.php
Seminar 08

International Criminal Law

Essential Reading

R. Cryer, ‘International Criminal Law’ in M.D. Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (3rd ed., 2010), 752
Browse the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998) – available at:

http://untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/statute/romefra.htm
Further Reading

I. Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (6th ed., 2003), 559-575

R. Wedgwood, ‘The United States and the International Criminal Court: Achieving a Wider Consensus through the Ithaca Package’ (1999) 32 Cornell Int’l L.J. 535

‘Elements of Crimes’ for the ICC (2000) – available at:

http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/9CAEE830-38CF-41D6-AB0B-68E5F9082543/0/Element_of_Crimes_English.pdf
The Prosecutor v. Ahmad Muhammad Harun (‘Ahmad Harun’) and Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman (‘Ali Kushayb’), Case ICC-02/05-01/07, Decision on the Prosecution Application under Article 58(7) of the Statute, 1st May 2007 – available at: http://www.icc-cpi.int
Seminar 09
The Position of Individuals in International Law

Essential Reading

R. McCorquodale, ‘The Individual and the International Legal System’ in M. Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (3rd ed., 2010), 284

Legal Documents:

Reparation for Injuries Suffered in the Service of the United Nations, ICJ (1949)

Accordance With International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence in Respect of Kosovo (Request for Advisory Opinion), ICJ (2010), Judge Cançado Trindade (separate opinion), paras. 75-96 and 169-211

Further Reading

E. de Wet, ‘The International Constitutional Order’ (2006) 55 International and Comparative Law Quarterly 51

Accordance With International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence in Respect of Kosovo (Request for Advisory Opinion), ICJ (2010), Judge Yusuf (separate opinion), paras. 4-17 (on (internal and external) self-determination)

Seminar 10

The Use of Force in International Law

Essential Reading

(Readings for this seminar will be assigned in due course)
Seminar 11

On the Cyprus Problem: International Court of Human Rights and the Property Cases

Essential Reading

(Readings for this seminar will be assigned in due course)

Seminar 12
International Law and Nuclear Energy

Essential Reading

(Readings for this seminar will be assigned in due course)
